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A
 lin

e o
f h

ills co
n

tain
s th

e “Tilleg
ra Fau

lt” an
d

fo
rm

s th
e east sid

e o
f sto

rag
e fo

r n
early 3 km

n
o

rth
 fro

m
 th

e p
ro

p
o

sed
 d

am
 w

all.

Lan
d

slip
s in

sid
e th

e p
ro

p
o

sed
 sto

rag
e area

alread
y w

eaken
 ro

ck strata fo
rm

in
g

 th
e

reservo
ir rim

.

A
s th

e w
ater level rises w

ith
 fillin

g
 o

f th
e

reservo
ir th

e g
ro

u
n

d
w

ater tab
le w

ill rise an
d

w
ater w

ill so
ak th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e fau

lt, w
eaken

in
g

th
e ro

ck strata fu
rth

er.

If th
e rim

 co
llap

ses th
e en

tire W
illiam

s R
iver

valley d
o

w
n

stream
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e in
u

n
d

ated
.

FAIL‘V
ital statistics’ o

f th
e p

ro
p

o
sed

 D
am

D
am

 w
all

25 storeys high 
and 3 football fields long

In
n

u
n

d
atio

n
 area

3,500 hectares
or 5.5 Sydney O

lym
pic Parks

(the entire area, not just the stadium
s)

C
ap

acity
Sydney H

arbour
(or sim

ilar) but w
ith m

ud instead of sand on 
the beaches, no sandstone cliffs, no tidal rise 

or fall and w
ater so cold it could kill you.

H
o

w
 d

o
es th

e V
alley co

m
p

are
w

ith
 o

th
er p

laces yo
u

 lived
?

In term
s of quality of life, this is

the best place w
e've lived in.

D
ungog is a healthy rural centre

and the H
unter Valley affords

good m
arketing opportunities for

m
y products.

If frien
d

s fro
m

 o
verseas cam

e
to

 stay w
ith

 yo
u

, w
h

ere in
 th

e
V

alley w
o

u
ld

 yo
u

 take th
em

?
Barrington Tops, a drive over
Bingleburra to the G

resford pub,
and a canoe or fishing trip dow

n
the river is alw

ays popular. Local
beaches are not too far aw

ay.

O
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ts to
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 th
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st th

e p
ro
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o
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 th
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 Tilleg
ra D

am
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evelo
p

m
en

t.

T
he story so far...

Prem
ier M

orris lem
m

a announced the
construction of the Tillegra D

am
 on 13

N
ovem

ber 2006 contrary to H
unter W

ater
C

orporation's advice earlier in the year that the
dam

 w
as at least 30 years aw

ay.

The proposed Tillegra D
am

 is to be constructed
on the W

illiam
s River near D

ungog, 230
kilom

etres north of Sydney in the U
pper H

unter
Valley, displacing a w

hole com
m

unity and
destroying highly productive farm

land and one of
the m

ost pristine rivers in N
ew

 South W
ales.

‘N
o Tillegra D

am
’ G

roup has obtained expert
scientific advice on alternative m

ethods of w
ater

harvesting proving that this dam
 is N

O
T needed.

‘N
o Tillegra D

am
’ G

roup has uncovered
extrem

ely serious geological problem
s w

ithin the
proposed Tillegra D

am
 site.

Th
e Tilleg

ra Fau
lt Zo

n
e is o

n
e o

f
u

n
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o
w

n
 w

id
th

 an
d
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ep

th
 an

d
 is o

ver
3 km

s lo
n

g
. To

 attem
p

t to
 m

ake th
is

fau
lt safe w

ill exceed
 H

u
n

ter W
ater’s

en
tire $300 m

illio
n
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u
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g

et.
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O
pinions: W

hy Tillegra
D

am
 is not the best w

ay...

“
The (proposed) Tillegra D

am
 w

ill rem
ove 

approxim
ately 90 fam

ily farm
s from

 the area. 
...the area of the proposed dam

 site is prim
e agricultural

land and the inundation of valuable land holdings 
that provide significant produce to the nation 
is not the answ

er... M
igration out of the local

com
m

unity is one effect the dam
 is likely to have on 

our area. If this happens it w
ill also have a flow

 on
effect to schools and local services. 

The dam
 is the last thing w

e really need in this area.
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d
a, Issu
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ent
A
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Rainw
ater, storm

w
ater and recycling are the first 

m
easures to take before considering another expensive
dam

, w
hich w

ill destroy one of the H
unter's m

ost 
fertile regions, its environm

ent and the long standing
com

m
unities that have lived there since early

settlem
ent... W

hy do w
e need a new

 dam
?

D
r C

h
arles Essery, w

ater in
d

u
stry co
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ltan
t

N
ew
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erald

,
22/2/07

“

”

“W
ater planners have tw

o fundam
ental options

available... to encourage w
ater conservation 

O
R to increase w

ater supply. Voluntary w
ater

conservation is often the m
ost affordable, 

environm
entally sensitive option available ...”

Secu
rin

g
 A

u
stralian

's U
rb

an
 W

ater Su
p

p
lies, 

report com
m

issioned by the 
D

ep
artm

en
t o

f th
e Prim

e M
in

ister an
d
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ab

in
et, N

ov '06

The Prem
ier's announcem

ent ... circum
vents 

established urban w
ater planning processes designed 

to protect consum
ers and the environm

ent and 
[fails to] allow

 public input. Building the dam
 w

ill 
sim

ply entrench higher than necessary w
ater usage in

both industry and the com
m

unity. 
Tillegra's the dam

 w
e just don't have to have.
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Big dam
s [are not the answ

er] anym
ore. W

e have to 
get aw

ay from
 clim

ate sensitive infrastructure and 
start to look at a range of m

easures that w
ould help 

us be flexible in m
eeting our w

ater needs.
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I am
 not a person in favour of a dam

.
W

e need to pause, take a huge deep breath, and look
at every single alternative [to the proposed dam

]
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A
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 Farm
 B

akery

"W
e h

ave a 110acre farm
o

n
 th

e W
illiam

s R
iver,

raisin
g

 30-35 b
reed

in
g

co
w

s an
d

 tu
rn

in
g

 o
ff

vealer calves to
 

th
e saleyard

s. 
W

e p
ractise th

e b
io

d
yn

am
ic system

 o
f

ag
ricu

ltu
re, w

h
ich

 is a
su

stain
ab

le, self
su

p
p

o
rtin

g
 lan

d
m

an
ag

em
en

t system
. W

e
are certified

 b
y A

u
stralian

C
ertified

 O
rg

an
ics. B

ein
g

a b
aker b

y trad
e, I've

b
u

ilt a sm
all b

akery o
n

th
e farm

 to
 su

p
p

lem
en

t
o

u
r in

co
m

e. W
e m

ain
ly

su
p

p
ly M

aitlan
d

 an
d

N
ew

castle areas. So
m

e
b

read
 is availab

le at th
e

IG
A

 in
 D

u
n

g
o

g
."

Scenario for failure“”
Im

agine this
M

essage from
 the C

hairm
an

W
elcom

e to the first edition of the W
illiam

s Valley Voice
the

official new
sletter of the N

o Tillegra D
am

 G
roup. 

The W
illiam

s Valley Voice w
ill keep the com

m
unity up to date

w
ith new

s and view
s about the Tillegra D

am
 proposal, w

ith a
regular series of inform

ative briefings and articles from
contributors ranging from

 technical experts to local residents. 

The N
o Tillegra D

am
 G

roup has been cam
paigning hard

against the proposed Tillegra D
am

 through the m
edia, during

com
m

unity inform
ation sessions, and in the halls of

Parliam
ent. A

nd w
e w

ill keep up our fight until the State
G

overnm
ent realises that their proposal is ill-founded for

geological, econom
ic and environm

ental reasons. 

O
ur best hope is that the N

o Tillegra D
am

 G
roup and this

publication are short lived – because our aim
 is to get the

Tillegra D
am

 proposal off the table com
pletely. H

ow
ever,

H
unter W

ater are not know
n for their sw

ift action, so you
m

ay be hearing from
 us for a w

hile yet. 

A
s the title of the publication suggests, this new

sletter aim
s

to give the people of the W
illiam

s Valley a Voice in debates
about the proposed Tillegra D

am
. I encourage you all to

contribute your com
m

ents and I w
elcom

e your ideas and
feedback. See over for our contact details. 

It is n
o

t to
o

 late to
 save th

e W
illiam

s V
alley. 

W
arw

ick Thom
as 

C
hairm

an

”

p
ictu

red
: Sim

o
n

 B
ro

w
n

b
rid

g
e

W
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 like m
o

st
ab

o
u

t th
e W

illiam
s V

alley?
It's a good m

ix of fertile 
land, natural bush and a
healthy river. 

W
h

at d
o

 yo
u

 least like
ab

o
u

t it?
Political and bureaucratic
interference in peoples lives
w

ithout proper reference to
opinion w

ithin the com
m

unity,
nam

ely the proposed Tillegra
D

am
 project.

W
as th

ere ever a tim
e w

h
en

yo
u

 saw
 th

e V
alley in

 so
m

e
p

articu
lar w

ay an
d

 th
o

u
g

h
t

"th
is is w

h
ere I w

an
t to

 b
e?"

W
hen w

e first saw
 our farm

 in
Fosterton. A

t the tim
e it w

as a
dry period and didn't look too
pretty, but it had a good 'feel'
to it. Friendly neighbours
helped us to settle in.

continued >

“N
ever d

ou
b

t th
at a sm

all grou
p

 of th
ou

gh
tfu

l citizen
s can

 ch
an

ge th
e w

orld
.  In

d
eed

, it is th
e on

ly th
in

g th
at ever h

as.” M
argaret M

ead
spread the w

ord!


